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(54) ELECTRONIC CAMERA 

(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an electronic 
camera capable of compressing picture data by a required 
compression ratio matched with a photographing mode 
instruction. 

SOLUTION: Photographing magnification is found from 
distance information (S63) and a suitable parameter 
matched vi^ith a photographing mode instruction is 
selected from plural parameters such as the found 
photographing magnification, the resolution of a 
photographing lens, the number of pixels of a CCD, and 
the existence of color information in the CCD which 
exert Influence on picture resolution (S64). A 
compression ratio is determined based on the 
photographing magnification and the selected parameter 
(S65), the picture data are compressed (S66) and the 
compressed data are recorded in a PC card or the like. 
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KOKAI Hll-88825 

ELECTRONIC CAMERA 

What Is Claimed Is: 

1. An electronic camera having means for compressing 
data for images that have been picked up, characterized by 
comprising : 

indicating means for indicating any photographic 
mode from a plurality of photographic modes; and 

control means for selecting an appropriate parameter 
from a plurality of parameters that affect the image 
resolution in accordance with an indication from the 
indicating means and for determining the compressibility of 
said compression means based on this selected parameter. 

2. The electronic camera according to Claim 1, 
characterized in that the multiplicity of parameters comprises 
the resolution of the photographing lens, the number of pixels 
in a solid state image pick-up element, and the presence or 
absence of color information in photographed images. 

3. The electronic camera according to either Claim 1 or 
Claim 2, characterized in that the multiplicity of 

1 



photographic modes includes an image compression priority mode 
and a file capacity priority mode. 
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